
Dear Friends, 
     I am so grateful to God to report that all my 
medical issues have been taken care of and I 
feel better than I have felt in many years.  All my 
latest tests were normal so I am cleared to go 
back to work and have been very busy starting 
my itineration of churches that have been faithful 
supporters of me personally and to the overall 
mission of NOROC. 
     I began with visiting First Central Presbyterian 
in Abilene which has been foundational to the 
growth of NOROC.  While there I did a presenta-
tion for the Presbyterian Women about the Ma-
ternal Center.  The maternal center is a place 
where desperate single mothers can go for one 
year to have and then to raise their babies. While 
there they can become qualified for a job or get 
further education. NOROC has Big Hearted gran-
nies to help with the babies while the mothers 
work or go to school.  The maternal center also 
helps abused women escape their circum-
stances.  The PW women gave a scholarship for 
a 17 year old single mother of a one year old.   
Lardonna comes from a very poor family and she 
has no support from anyone.  She has already 
found a job and entered school for gaining her 8th 
grade certificate. Our support will help her with 
transportation, education, medical supplies and 
daycare. 
    I have also preached at Westminster Presby-
terian Church in Nacogdoches.  I told the church 
about NOROC’s Christian Education program for 

the children in Romania and the recent conversion 
and baptism of several young people who were in 
our programs.  In the future, I will be traveling to 
New Braunfels, then all over Palo Duro Presbytery 
and to Missouri and Florida. 
     The summer ended in Romania with wonderful 
activities for the children including camps, swim-
ming, cultural events and of course time spent 
with the horses.  The highlight of the summer for 
nearly fifty children in foster homes were the 
camps and activities organized by NOROC.  We 
received a grant from the city of Tulcea for provid-
ing summer activities for needy children.  This not 
only helped the children but was an opportunity for 
the foster parents to be able to provide a unique 
experience for their children that would not have 
been possible otherwise. 
      In Tulcea, it is back to school time and our 
staff has been busy getting the children ready for 
school and organized into their small groups. 
      In October we will be honored to have 
Burkhard Paetzold, the PC(USA) mission co-
worker who is the liaison and supervisor of East-
ern Europe, as the guest of Palo Duro Presbytery 
and NOROC.  Burkhard is my good friend and 
was my supervisor for the 10 years while I was in 
Tulcea.  He has visited NOROC many times and 
was a great spiritual support of me personally. 
     As for me, I am praying for guidance as to what 
my next mission will be for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Grace and Peace, 
Mary Ferris 
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Maria, NOROC, and the “Super” Granny 
                                     Contributed by Carol Schempp and Petru Solca 
     Meet Maria, (at right) an abandoned 
child in Tulcea, Romania. When Maria 
came to Cocorii Center a year and half 
ago she was totally mute.  Her mother  
was absent from her home most of the 
time, working at a small bar for very 
little money. Maria was left by herself 
all day long. One day Maria left her 
home and roamed the streets until 

evening.  A police team found her and 
brought her to the center. She was 
unclean, hungry and couldn't say a 
word. She was "wild" and without any 
social skills but little by little, with our 
grannies' help, she started to speak 
words, to play with the other children  
in normal ways, and to socialize.             
                   Cont’d on page 4 
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Balloons with 
the kids' names 
were blown into 
the air:  kids, 
parents, televi-
sion, candies, 
juice,  joy! 

 Closing Ceremony for the Foster 
Children Summer Programs 

Contributed by Petru Solca 

  
                                                                        

  

       

N O R O C  N e w s  

The closing 
festivity of 
the summer 
camp pro-
ject  for chil-
dren in the 
foster care 
system was 
held on Au-
gust 28.  
This project 
was co-
financed by 
the Munici-
pality of Tul-
cea. The 
children’s 
art work 
was dis-
played on 
the walls 
and fences, 
plus photos 
and two 
quilts. 



NOROC Receives Exposure in Romanian 
Women’s Magazine                        contributed by Petru Solca  
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     Our name appeared in Ioana, a 
national magazine for women. The 
largest part of the article is in con-
nection with the activity of the vet-
erinarian Stefan Raileanu, who has 
the horse club where NOROC spon-
sors horse therapy for children in 
the orphanages. The article tells 
how he saved some semi-wild 
horses in the Danube Delta. How-
ever, there are also pictures with 
our kids when we had a welcome 
"party" for our horse Norocel as 
well as explanations about the 
benefits of  horse therapy. 

The title is "I Didn't Want to be a Hero; 
Those Horses Had to be  Saved.” 
     In EXTRA INFO, FOCUS (see origi-
nal below) it says: “Stefan collabo-
rates with "NOROC" because he 
wishes to help the kids who are in 
institutions. The kids get to be friends 
with the horses, take care of Norocel 
every day, and take riding  lessons.  
Iulian (15 years old), a teen ager from 
this group, says: I like a lot to take 
care of the horses. Mr. Raileanu likes 
me and teaches me everything: to 
ride, brush and wash the horses, to 
comb their hair, clean their feet, to 

feed them and especially he taught 
me not to steal. Cosmin, Adriana, 
and Vasile, Iulian's classmates, tell 
us about the same things: that they 
learned to behave with human beings 
and horses as well.”   
     This is how they discovered how 
beautiful both people and animals 
are. Maybe some day one of them 
will become a famous horse rider!  
The important thing is that they have 
discovered the universe in which 
Stefan received them dearly, but also 
the acknowledgement of the role this 
project has got.  

 

 
 
 

  

 Article from Ioana with a focus about Stefan’s collaboration 
with NOROC to provide horse therapy. 

 

 



with a tremendous amount of 
pride.   Granny Fanica also organ-
izes a “backyard” physical educa-
tion routine each day to teach 
spatial orientation and positional 
concepts.  The routine is engaging 
and requires the children to focus 
their attention and follow instruc-
tions. “Super” Granny Fanica has 
created a well balanced early 
childhood curriculum! 
     All of this would not be possible 
without your continued support of 
NOROC.  No matter how tight our 
budgets become, these children 
still need NOROC’s wonderful Big 
Hearted Grannies to nurture, love, 
and teach them.  We thank you for 
your past support and pray that 
you will continue to support NO-
ROC with your generous dona-
tions as well as your prayers.   

     Our Granny Fanica Preda had a 
big role in her development.  Peo-
ple were astonished to see Maria 
recite a 4 stanza poem for the Chil-
dren’s Day Festival on June 1st! 
     Granny Fanica is just one of the 
miracle workers employed by NO-
ROC (in the form of Grannies) to 
work with the youngest children in 
the centers. Granny Fanica works 
daily at Cocorii One. A natural 
teacher, she instructs the children 
daily in language, math, and sports 
activities that exercise their bodies 
as well as their minds.  This pro-
vides the children with experiences 
and practice that would normally be 
provided by a loving  family.   
     During my visit this summer 
Petru took me to Cocorii where the 
children recited poetry, sang songs, 
and counted forwards and back-
wards for us...all from memory and 
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NOROC is a Christ-based, non-profit organiza-
tion. Noroc is a Romanian word which means 
"God Bless." We've adopted it as our name be-
cause it also reflects our mission: To share 
God's blessings by providing New Opportu-
nities for Romanian Orphaned Children 
spiritually, developmentally, socially and 
medically. 

NOROC was founded to find ways to nurture 
these abandoned children. Currently, NOROC's 
programs are focused in the orphanages of Tul-
cea County, Romania. There we try to provide 
for children in material ways such as providing 
diapers, school supplies, or adequate shoes. But 
at an even more basic level of need our organi-
zation provides the loving relationships these 
children so desperately crave thanks to the day 
to day devotion of our Big Hearted Grannies, 
Big Hearted Teachers, and Big Hearted 
Friends.  Churches and individual friends cur-
rently support this mission. Please join us in our 
work.  
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